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SUBJECT: SENAT MANDATE ON TELTOW CANAL 

REFS: (A) STATE 161376 (NOTAL); (B) BONN 10979; 

(C) USBERLIN 916 

SUMMARY: AT TRIPARTITE MEETING JULY 15, ALLIED REPS 
AGREED TO USE BK/L EORM FOR SENAT MANDATE ON TELTOW; 
HOWEVER, ERENCH REP MAINTAINED REEERENCE TO QA IN 
MANDATE WAS INAPPROPRIATE, SETTING FORTH THE QUATS 
REASONING. UK REP WILL NOW SEEK LONDON'S VIEWS ON 
DELETING QA REEERENCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AT JULY 15 TRIPARTITE MEETING OE BONN GROUP REPRE- 
SENTATIVES, FRENCH REP (BOISSIEU) AGREED TO DROP NOTION 
OP ISSUING BKC/L IN CONNECTION WITH THE TELTOW MANDATE. 
ALLIED REPS THUS AGREED THAT SIMPLE BK/L WOULD BE 
SUFPICIENT, THOUGH BOTH BRITISH AND ERENCH THOUGHT THE 
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BK/L MIGHT AT SOME SUITABLE TIME BE PUBLISHED. 
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2. BOISSIEU THEN REITERATED ERENCH OPPOSITION TO ANY 
REFERENCE TO THE QA IN THE TELTOW MANDATE. BRITISH 
REP (CROMARTIE) SAID ECO SAW CONSIDERABLE MERIT IN SUCH 
A REEERENCE, AND ASKED BOISSIEU EOR THE QUATS 
REASONING. READING EROM A LENGTHY INSTRUCTION EROM 
PARIS, BOISSIEU RESPONDED WITH TWO REASONS. FIRST, A 

QA REFERENCE IN THE TELTOW MANDATE WOULD IMPLY QUADRI- 
PARTITE ACCEPTANCE OE TELTOW'S INCLUSION IN ANNEX III 
OE THE QA - A POINT THAT WAS EXPLICITLY REJECTED BY 
THE SOVIETS IN 1971. ACCORDING TO THE ERENCH MINUTES OE 
THE QUADRIPARTITE AMBASSADORS' MEETING OE AUGUST 17, 

1971, AMBASSADOR RUSH ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN SOVIET 
AGREEMENT ON TELTOW'S INCLUSION, BUT 

ABRASIMOV WOULD NOT BUDGE, STATING THAT THE CANAL HAD 
BEEN CONTROLLED BY THE GDR UNTIL 1952 WHEN ITS WSB 
PORTIONS WERE ILLEGALLY SEIZED BY THE ALLIES. 

AMBASSADOR RUSH RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO DROP THE 
PARAGRAPH CONTAINING AN EXPLICIT REEERENCE TO THE CANAL. 

3. THE SECOND ERENCH REASON WAS THAT THE SENAT MANDATE 
WAS TO BE LIMITED TO TECHNICAL MATTERS. THE ERG HAS 
SAID THAT IT INTENDS TO NEGOTIATE THE TRANSIT REGIME EOR 
THE CANAL, AND THEREFORE THE SENAT'S ROLE IN THE CANAL 
NEGOTIATIONS DOES NOT COME UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF 
COMMUNICATIONS. A REFERENCE TO THE QA COULD GIVE THE 
IMPRESSION THAT IT DOES, OR THAT THE ALLIES ACCEPT THE 
COMPETENCE OF THE SENAT TO NEGOTIATE ON TRANSIT 
QUESTIONS. 

4. WITH REFERENCE TO THE EIRST REASON CITED BY 
BOISSIEU, US REP READ EROM PAGE 55 OE THE TRIPARTITELY 
AGREED INTERPRETATION OE THE BACKGROUND OE THE QA 
NEGOTIATIONS (REETEL A, PARA 3), STATING THAT THE 
LANGUAGE THEREIN ( "SUCH AS TELTOW") INDICATED 
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THAT THE ALLIED NEGOTIATORS WERE AGREED AT THE TIME 
THAT THE TELTOW CANAL WAS INTENDED TO BE INCLUDED UNDER 
ANNEX III SUBJECT MATTER. THE BRITISH REP ENDORSED THIS 
INTERPRETATION, BUT SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS A REEERENCE 
TO BKC/L (71) 1 COULD BE SUBSTITUTED EOR A REFERENCE 
TO THE QA. 

5. BOISSIEU REPLIED BY MAKING TWO POINTS: FIRST, 

PAGE 55 OF THE TRIPARTITE INTERPRETATION IS AN INTER- 
PRETATION OE A BKC/L NOT OF THE QA; AND SECOND, A 
REEERENCE TO BKC/L (71) 1 IN THE TELTOW MANDATE 
WOULD BE IRRELEVANT SINCE IT EXPIRED WHEN THE FQP CAME 
INTO EFFECT. IN SUM, IT IS NOT WISE TO ASSERT QA 
COVERAGE WHEN IT WILL BE DISPUTED. 

6. ON SECOND FRENCH REASONS, , UK REP NOTED THAT THE 
MANDATE WOULD EXPLICITLY EXCLUDE TRANSIT QUESTIONS. IN 
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ADDITION, HE THOUGHT IT COULD BE SAID THAT UNDER PARA 5 
OF ANNEX III OE THE QA THE SENAT IS THE COMPETENT 
GERMAN AUTHORITY EOR NEGOTIATING THE NON-TRANSIT ASPECTS 
OF THE CANAL. HE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THE 
FRENCH WOULD HAVE AGREED ON IMPORTANCE OF HAVING 
QUADRIPARTITE COVER FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS. BOISSIEU 
NOTED THAT BK/L (73) 46, WHICH WOULD STILL BE CITED IN 
THE DRAET MANDATE EVEN THOUGH THE REEERENCE TO THE QA 
WERE DELETED, DOES ITSELE REFER TO THE QA. 

7. US REP CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT, ALTHOUGH THE 
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USG PREFERRED A REFERENCE TO THE QA IN THE TELTOW 
MANDATE, IT WAS MORE IMPORTANT TO MOVE AHEAD WITH THE 
MANDATE SINCE THE GERMANS HAD BEEN WAITING FOR SOME 
TIME. CROMARTIE SAID HE WOULD REPORT BOISSIEU'S 
ARGUMENTS TO LONDON TO SEE IF THEY MIGHT PERSUADE THE 
ECO TO BECOME MORE FLEXIBLE ON A REFERENCE TO THE QA, 

THEREBY ALLOWING THE ALLIES TO PROCEED. 

HILLENBRAND 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS, NEGOTIATIONS, TELTOW CANAL, BERLIN WATERWAY ACCESS, INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORTATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BONN1 1647 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750247-0735 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750744/aaaabnbb.tel 

Line Count: 177 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 161376, 75 BONN 10979 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <23 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SENAT MANDATE ON TELTOW CANAL 
TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, WB, US, UK, UR, FR, GE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



